The 2025-26 season of East Berwickshire U3a activities got underway in grand style celebrating our 25th anniversary with afternoon tea in Coldingham Priory.  It was a very pleasant afternoon with a chance for members past and present to socialise.  Thanks are due to the catering team, the entertainers and everyone else who helped make it happen.
Our publication of ‘Eyemouth Life 1900 to 2000’ launched around this time last year has been very successful, selling over two hundred copies already and generating funds to support our future activities as will be reflected in the figures which Malcolm will present in a few minutes.  It’s good to see the efforts of Alison Tymon and the team rewarded.
Our groups are the lifeblood of the organisation and thanks to the efforts of our volunteer group leaders, we have been able to offer a wide and varied range of activities over about two dozen groups, adding Spanish Conversation during the year.  Thank you to all of them.
Our programme of Open Meeting talks has also proved popular attracting audiences for all manner of topics, local and worldwide; scientific and cultural.  I’m glad to say that Pat Oldale already has speakers lined up for the next year and an eclectic bunch they are!
This organisation doesn’t run itself, and I’m grateful for the support of the committee, particularly Mark and Malcolm who, as secretary and treasurer, do most of the heavy lifting.  Two members are leaving the committee, Carmel Baker who stepped up three years ago when it seemed we might not be able to fill the role of vice-chair, and Pat Oldale who has kindly agreed to carry on organising the open meeting programme while no longer on the committee.  We have one new nominee for the committee, Kay Barnes who is standing for vice-chair.  That means the committee is going to start the year with one fewer member, so we will certainly be in the market to recruit and co-opt a new member or two to spread the load over the coming year.
Sadly, we have lost some stalwart members over the last year.  Jane Davey will have been known to many of us a member of several groups.  Ranald Wylie was a former committee member, until last year leader of the poetry group and as recently as last April set up a putting group at St Abbs.  Kath Payne may not be as familiar as the others to recent members as she’d been in poor health and not a participant for some years, but she was a past chair and very active in U3a not just in East Berwickshire but at the Scottish level.  We will miss them.
Some of you will have been aware of recent uncertainties over the management of this building.  It is clear that Live Borders want to hand it over to local community management, but that all is not running smoothly on the management committee.  We are monitoring the situation and will know more after the EGM they are holding on the 21st, meanwhile we have been assured that it is ‘business as usual’.
Looking forward, we will have a good programme for you over the next year, and I hope to see you all at our sign-up event here in early September.
