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Trustees’ Annual Report for year ended 31st December 2025
Structure, Governance, and Management
Governing Document
The Church is administered in accordance with the terms of the Deed of Constitution (Unitary Form)
Recruitment and Appointment of Trustees
Members of the Kirk Session are the charity trustees. The Kirk Session members are the Elders of the church and are chosen from those members the church who are considered to have the appropriate gifts and skills. Kelty Church continues in vacancy with Reverend Norman Grant Interim Moderator (until November) Rev Peter Gerbrandy-Baird (from November), appointed by the Presbytery with responsibility to oversee and advise the Kirk Session and Congregation on legal matters.
Organisational Structure
Session meets 10 times annually to order the spiritual and temporal affairs of the church. Decisions are made by a simple majority of attending elders. Whilst the Church remains in a period of vacancy. Worship continues using Pulpit Supply provided by various Retired Ministers and readers. Rev Peter Gerbrandy-Baird appointed Locum of the Kirk Session 28th April 2024. The Interim Moderator has led services along with the Deacon from our local area network and by in- house Church Elders, whom have completed a Weaving Worship course. All have the support of an Organist and Bible readers. 
Sadly 6 members died in 2025, they are at peace with the Lord. The trustees recognise the impact this may have on the life of their faith community as they prayerfully seek God’s wisdom in their mission.
Objectives and Activities
The Church of Scotland is Trinitatian in doctrine. Reformed in tradition and Presbyterian in polity. It exists to glorify God and to work for the advancement of Christ’s Kingdom throughout the world.  As a national Church it acknowledges a distinctive call and duty to bring the ordinances of religion to the people of every parish of Scotland through a territorial ministry. It cooperates with other Churches, in various Ecumenical bodies, in Scotland and beyond. Kelty Church of Scotland continues under the guidance of IM Rev Norman Grant. Who was supported by a faithful Kirk session. As part of the church’s wider mission, the Session Clerk along with other Elders, posts a weekly live link of the Sunday Service to Kelty Kirk Facebook page via the audio-visual system. It is then posted to Kelty Church of Scotland face book page. A member of the congregation posts a daily prayer and an elder post the Church of Scotland daily prayer.
The Finances are looked after by the Treasurer. Property is looked after by the Property Convener.
As part of the Fife PMP, a large cluster was set up in the local area. Later divided up in to East and West unions. Kelty was working to wards a union with Beath and Cowdenbeath North, Cowdenbeath Trinity. Joint session meeting had taken place. 15 representatives from this kirk session met and drafted a Basis of Union.
We had joint services on the 1st Sunday of each month in the 3 churches on a rotational basis.
This changed in October Beath and Cowdenbeath North didn’t want to unite with Cowdenbeath Trinity and Kelty.
Aucterderran/ Kinglassie, St. Serfs Lochgelly, Beath and Cowdenbeath North and Kelty meet regularly for prayer and fellowship, we share prayer or pray inwardly with our thoughts, sing hymns followed by refreshments
Achievement and Performance
Live streaming the service on Kelty Kirk and sharing to Kelty Church of Scotland Facebook page continues and a member of the congregation shares a prayer every day. Facebook page enabled people to view the service, some are church members, many are not, some live a distance away. The Welcome Team ensures visitors receive a warm welcome to worship. The Church Hall is used by various groups, outside lets and various affiliated groups,
Kelty Church Guild
The Guild continues to meet fortnightly and men and women are members of our Guild. Dunfermline, Kirkcaldy and North-East Fife ha
We have now become Fife Guilds Together and Kelty Guild is represented on the steering committee.
Fife Guild’s Together mini-gathering and The Guild Annual Gathering were where we learned about New Guild Projects and Task Ukraine.
World Day of Prayer and the Guild’s dedication service were presented at church services and were well received by the congregation. 
Various speakers have shared with us Youth Representative at General Assembly, a trip around the world, History of wood turning, our MSP, made journals with Rev D. Dobbie
We had a Daffodil Tea Fundraiser with stalls and tea, this was a very successful event and enabled us to give to the church, Guild projects and various charities. During the summer we visited St. Andrews, and shared transport with the Coffee and Chat group, followed by High Tea
A Burn’s Supper, Christmas Candle Tea and an Afternoon Tea. Although we are small in number, we work well together. We have two members of the congregation who help us with fundraising events and we have made them Guild Friends.
Charity Shop
Kelty Kirk Charity shop continues to be an asset for Kelty Church and community. Volunteers are enthusiastic and committed which is appreciated by the church session trustees. 
Some of the volunteers have disabilities, the contribution they make to the shop encourages them to build their confidence. Customers sometimes just need someone talk to. Volunteers are made aware of church values and they value we place on them.
Donations of varies items continue to be given to the shop. We donate books to Haiti Help charity, children’s books to schools and nursery, Bric a Brac to Acorn Aid, jigsaws, CDs and DVDs are passed to other charity shops. Good condition slipperettes are given to Street Pastors to be distributed on late night weekends.
Carpet Bowls Club
The Carpet Bowls Club continues to meet on Tuesday afternoons in the hall.
Numbers are very good with around 17 ladies and men playing on two carpets. We enjoy great games when Crossford visited in Marchand in December when were in Crossford to play there. They were both thoroughly enjoyable evenings with a fabulous spread of food afterwards. Ther were prizes for the winning team and also booby prizes for the losing team. All great Fun.


 
Benarty View Care home
The Church continues to hold services in the Care Home the last Sunday of each month. This service is supported by a team of six plus our Locum Rev Perter GerBrandy-Baird. The services are appreciated by residents and their families. We have between 15 & 24 residents who attend each month.
This is an important part of outreach for the Church, bringing the good news of the Gospel to residents at the nursing home.
Coffee and Chat
The group meet on Wednesday 2 -4pm, it is well attended. This is a lively group. there is a lot of chat on all sorts of topics, ranging from politics, current affairs to what is going on in the village. Coffee and Chat is open to everybody you will get arm welcome; there is always tea and cake. We went out for Christmas Lunch to Lochend Farm.
We gave Kelty Church a donation pf £300.
Thanks to all who support this lovely group.
Property Report
Manse – 1 room will be decorated, blinds have been replaced, and shower sealed.
Hall - Radiators replaced, redecorated, new lighting. Quotes were received and agreed.
The floor rises in parts this will be investigated.
Perimeter wall- wall was damaged accidentally by a car, quotes were accessed for repair and wall has been rebuilt.
Organ – Keys were sticking, repair complete
Steeple – reports have been received from engineer and Church of Scotland surveyor. Permission is required from Presbytery; grants will be applied for. Session agreed to ahead with the work.
Church of Scotland surveyor questioned what the structural engineer was doing, no drawings, no reports, estimate report not a proper report, irrespective of being repeatedly asked.
Service from engineer has been abysmal. This has all been at cost to Kelty Church.
Church of Scotland surveyor suggested we employ another engineer.
We will require, engineering design drawings, with accurate quotes.
New structural engineer and Church of Scotland surveyor visited site.
New architect has now presented a report including leak in hall and church, and associated roof problems. Grants can be applied for, timescale unknown.
Bell – is to be removed to enable repairs to balustrade.
Building is C liste4d (Historic Scotland could pick this up and raise problems)
Electronic bell to be investigated
FINANCE REPORT 2025
“Here we go again” – “Happy as can be”!!!!  I never thought, for a minute, that I would be setting out to write this Report.  I wonder how many other “volunteers” throughout the Country are in the same frame of mind – no lack of effort – out come – little if any progress.  Log jam springs to mind.
However, we must continue to be positive in all aspects of the work involved in the smooth running of the Church.  It certainly gave me something else to think about whilst coping with my mobility problems.
To this end we were very fortunate to have the services of Rev Peter Gerbrandy Baird throughout the year.  His salary for the 2 days plus Sunday Worship was paid centrally from the contributions to Giving to Grow.  Mileage and incidental expenses were paid locally.  It is extremely encouraging to note that we were able to welcome old and new members to the Church and many of the older and slightly infirm members were able to welcome Peter in their homes during this period.  Peter certainly did more than his 2 days and reached out to the Community.
As many members have remarked “that scaffolding”.  Yes, we are “still keeping company” with our front and side metal exterior – it even got a new set just before Christmas!!  The positive in this venture, was the Grant allocated by The General Trustees to assist towards the ongoing costs involved.  Bang – November comes and with it a major change of direction The Steeple was condemned and required to be rebuilt.  The General Trustees allocated a further £40,000 towards the very considerable costs involved.  We await progress with interest.
The Charity Shop as usual continues to help underpin the work of the Church in the Community in general and in a diverse number of unseen ways.  The wide section of Volunteers, use their own discretion in dealing with special cases and have continued to ensure that the shop runs smoothly (paddle hard behind the scenes on occasions).  There is always a “listening ear” on hand.  Without their continued weekly commitment and support and the generous donations from the Community it would be difficult to ensure that the Shop could continue to operate.  Like everything else costs have risen.  The Income for the year is £21,096 and Expenditure £10,837
Throughout the year it was decided to Transfer £46,678.40 to the General Purposes Deposit Account at Church of Scotland Investment Fund to earn some Interest.
The Manse in Arlick Road is still rented out and the Income is allocated to the Fabric Fund £8,818 this year – this amount is less items which required to be seen to and done via Your Move so do not show in the Accounts.  The Income assists with general maintenance – Boiler Service etc.  Arrangements are in hand to rectify the front Glass Door.
The “Jar for Lent” project was again contributed to by members of the Congregation and the monies forwarded to Water Aid along with donations from the “Jar” in the Shop.  We also supported Christian Aid, Erskine, Shelter and The Coal Race.
Grateful Thanks to the members who supported the Annual “Gift Day” in different ways.  This effort greatly assisted our financial state.
As you are all aware from the monthly “snapshot” of the accounts which is issued, the Giving to Grow contribution for 10 months of the year does affect what we are able to achieve and also ensure that we retain the Annual Reserve agreed of at least £80,000.  We paid as you know £35,192 in 2025 to G to G and we appreciate that this goes towards assisting other Churches who are not as able as we are.
I am, however, able to report that the Church Funds were as at 31 December 2025 –
RBS						Church of Scotland Investment	Totals
General Purpose	£34,210		£64,228				£98,438
Fabric			£15,633		£24,456				£40,089
Transfer		£       513			0				 £      513
Restricted Roof 	£       897		£14,467				£15,364	
OVERALL      £154,404
Obviously having lived with The Steeple problem for another year we would hope that it will be resolved within the near future.  However, the costs involved may take time to work out and more help sought.
Grateful Thanks are due to George McTrusty who has completed the Audit “free of charge” for a number of years, and who without hesitation just said, “let me know if you need me again” and was happy to help us out.
The Session (Trustees) are indebted once again for all the support received from active and non-active members, supporters for the collections, donations, hard work, without which, Kelty Church would not be able to continue to function.  On this POSITIVE NOTE we look towards our future.



Trustees’ Annual Report (cont)
Year ended 31 December 2025

Statement of Trustees’ Responsibilities
The members of the Kirk Session/Congregational Board must prepare financial statements which give sufficient detail to enable an appreciation of the Church during the financial year.  The members of the Kirk Session/Congregational Board are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which, on request, must reflect the financial position of the Church at that time.  This must be done to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005, the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 and the Regulations Anent Congregational Finance approved by the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland in 2007.  They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the Church and must take reasonable steps for the prevention and/or detection of fraud and other irregularities.




Approved by the Trustees and signed on their behalf.

Session Clerk:  Catherine Ann Ness

Date   29/3/2026
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