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Trustees Report and Financial Statement for year end 31 January 2025

Church Information
Trustees and Office Bearers.
During this financial year we operated and traded solely in our capacity as a Scottish Charitable Incorporation (SCIO) SC053124 adhering to the constitution of the SCIO. We await the final winding up of our old non-incorporated charity `West Baptist Church’ SCO12839 which will occur by notification to OSCR upon the transfer of the fixed assets of church land and building by Registers for Scotland, a seemingly lengthy process for which our solicitor has now requested an expedited procedure. Other non-fixed assets and cash reserves previously held by the non-incorprated charity  are now held by the SCIO.

Rev TW Power (Minister and Chair), Mrs C J Gratton (Church Secretary) and Rev A O Berry (Church Treasurer) are the Office Bearers of the Church.   Mrs C J Gratton, Rev A O Berry, Mr P Haddow, Mr Edward Watson and Mrs Anne Berry are the elected deacons of the Church. The elected deacons of the Church also serve as Trustees of the Church as does the Minister.  The members of the diaconate are nominated and appointed or removed by the Church members or demit by resignation or completion of designated term of office as per the requirements in the constitution.

Although the church is congregational in polity the general running of the Church is organised by the Minister and the Diaconate.
Rev Timothy Power was inducted as church minister on 29 July 2023.  As Minister he chairs all meetings and has full voting powers in Deacons’ Meetings and at Business Meetings of the Church.  All major decisions need to be ratified by a properly constituted Church Business Meeting.

Address of Church      Chalmers Street, Dunfermline, KY12 8DQ

Bankers      Royal Bank of Scotland, 52-54 East Port, Dunfermline, KY12 7HB

Solicitors    The law firm who are guiding us through becoming a SCIO is Lindsays.

Aims and Affiliation
The Aim of the Church is to make and encourage the maturing of disciples of Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit and to the glory of God.  The Church is affiliated to the Baptist Union of Scotland and accepts their Declaration of Principles.
                                                                                                                           
Status of Charity and Governing Document                           
Dunfermline West Baptist Church was established in 1897 and had a constitution.  The Church was a Scottish Charity No SCO12839 and is/was recognised by the Inland Revenue under reference No205031 000011 AA 000011 978. 
Payment to Trustees   
With the exception of the Minister, who is self-employed and submits invoices for services rendered, no Deacon/Trustee has received any fee or financial compensation during this year for the services they render to the Church.                                                                                                                      
                                                                    
Achievements & Performance

The church continues to be encouraged by growth in numbers of people from diverse backgrounds and age demographics. 

Of note is an increase in church membership rising from 22 to 31 in the period with an anticipation of small further increase in coming months. We continue to appreciate the diverse ethnicities within our church family and have sought and experienced greater integration in nationalities and ages. For example; in our newly established choir and singers group and more recently in our Sunday I.T. team.

A particular joy has been to welcome three newly born babies from different families in the church with two more due to be born early in 2026. Our Vestry room is no more and has been redecorated and equipped to become a creche room.

Five adults ranging in age from early twenties to well into the seventies have gone through the waters of Believer’s baptism in this year four of whom have joined the membership and one who will at our next AGM in March 2026.

A snapshot in terms of those within membership plus the wider church family who attend with reasonable frequency would suggest adult numbers approximating 40-43 and a Junior Church of roughly 12 children, plus the creche. 


In the main, monetary offerings to the Church continue to be given by members and adherents via BAC with many Gift-aiding.  We continue to support the Baptist Union of Scotland, the Baptist Missionary Society and other good causes.
Several Fayres were held over the year and we have a good rapport with the local school and they continue to use our premises for some Assemblies and Festivals.  We co-partner with them in supplying volunteer team members to assist pupils with reading.

Further highlights in the church year include three child dedications and a wedding.

Our minister has signalled his intention to retire in the spring of 2026 and the planning process to seek a new pastor/ minister is well under way as we conclude the year.

Financial Review   
Principal Sources of funding.  Dunfermline West Baptist Church SCIO is self-supporting.  It receives its funding from members and adherents. During and since COVID many of the Church Members and adherents have put their offerings directly into the bank.  This has been greatly appreciated. The financial statements are set out in this report in 
accordance with the required accounting standard under the Charity Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 and also the Charity and Investment (Scotland) Act 2005.

Funds and Reserves
In 1975 the Church received the sum of £3,364 from the estate of Duncan and Grace Kennedy.  This sum is part of the total assets of the Church.  The capital could not be 
                                                                                                                            
used – only the interest.   During the year we requested and received permission to lift the restriction, so this sum is now totally integrated into Church Funds.   All funds are now unrestricted. Monies listed in the accounts which were designated for Baptist Missionary Society, Baptist Union of Scotland, Bethany Christian Trust or earmarked gifts etc. were all disbursed before the end of the financial year.  The money from the sale of the manse some years back has been designated the “Reserve Fund” and was until recently invested through Macbeth Currie Financial Services in Parmenion and Quilter.  Funds are now held in the Royal Bank of Scotland in a Current Account and three interest bearing accounts.  All monies in the accounts can be considered as the Church's Reserves and would be sufficient to run the Church for more than four months without any further income.  Mr Colin Smith is our External Examiner.  He has had access to all Receipts, Bank statements and computer records and he has given his report which is recorded as part of this document. All voluntary income is accounted for when received.  No depreciation is charged for fixed assets.  
	
Statement on Risk     
The Trustees have discussed the major risks that the Church faces and the leadership monitor these risks regularly.  We exercise due diligence in matters of fabric, fire equipment, insurance and finance. 
                                                                                                                       
Valuation of Assets   
In the SCIO submission the church was valued at about £300,000 and the other assets at about £25,000.  All the buildings are fully insured at re-instatement value by Ansvar

External Examination of the Church Accounts
These accounts have been prepared by Rev Alan Berry - the Church Treasurer.  Figures are held in Treasurer's computer with back up on the cloud. Invoices are filed with bank statements. Accounts were examined by the External Examiner and presented to the Church Diaconate on 10 March 2026 and were presented and passed by the Church at the Annual General Meeting on 29 March 2026	.


     
....................................................Signed by Rev Alan O Berry the Treasurer on behalf of Deacons and Members of the Dunfermline West Baptist Church    

The External Examiner’s report forms page 4 of this document.    
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