Hawthorn Allotments

2024 AGM

Secretary’s Report
What an appalling year! I have never known such a dreary growing season. Nothing started very well and only came good about 3 weeks after it normally would!  Despite the challenging conditions, there were some good results from many plots whilst others seemed to be finding the challenge a little, well, challenging!!
Thank you to the grass cutters, especially Angus, Roy and John Cheadle, who made a real impact on the time I was spending on the upkeep of the allotments. Thanks to all who helped out with the open day again, which was a great success.
With regard to members, we have had 8 plot holders leave for one reason or another, which is about as high a number as I can recall. There could have been a few more due to the state of their plots, but with the season being so poor until late on, it is not surprising that the allotments as a whole were generally less than the usual high standard. A few exceptions of course!
We now have 84 on the waiting list, and all but 2 plots are occupied. I have a lady waiting to see plot 40, and the only other one left is a real mess and is hidden away behind other plots against the fence. IT is quite small so may add it onto one of the surrounding 3 plots if suitable.
As many of you are aware, I am the president of the Scottish Allotments and Gardens Society. I raise We continue to work with Dalneigh Primary School, and thank you to Angus for his continued support.
The communal poly tunnel was well used despite the challenging year – or maybe because of it, but some folk still let the ferns and other weeds grow too much, so that needs addressing.
Finally, you will see that as in the previous year, some trees have been cut back, pruned etc; one has been removed by the gate as its core was rotting, and the big tree down at the far end by Frances’s plot has been reduced by a third. We will likely get more done in 2025. 

And finally, finally, my thanks to other committee members for their efforts and contributions this year.
