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	Trustees’ Annual Report for the period

	
	
	Period start date
	
	Period end date

	
	
	Day
	Month
	Year
	
	Day
	Month
	Year

	
	From
	1
	10
	24
	To
	30
	09
	2025

	Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Reference and administration details


	Charity name
	
	Thornhill Development Trust

	Other names charity is known by
	
	

	Registered charity number
	
	SC035940

	Charity’s principal address
	
	59 Main Street

	
	
	Thornhill

	
	
	Stirling

	
	
	
	Postcode FK8 3PJ


Names of the charity trustees on date of approval of Trustees’ Annual Report

	
	Trustee name
	Office (if any)
	Dates acted if 
not for whole year
	Name of person 
(or body) entitled to 
appoint trustee (if any)

	1
	John McLeod
	Treasurer
	From 5/11/24
	

	2
	Richard Waite
	Chair
	
	

	3
	Elaine Blanchard
	
	
	

	4
	Joyce Firth
	
	
	

	5
	Fiona Morrison
	
	
	

	6
	Carol Kirkland
	
	From 08/08/2025
	

	7
	Thais Martins
	
	From 02/08/2025
	

	8
	
	
	
	



	Reference and administration details


Names of all other charity trustees during the period, if any, (for example, those who resigned part way through the financial period)

	Name
	Dates acted if not for whole year

	Kate Sankey
	Until AGM 22/5/25

	Katie Gracie
	From 5/6/25

	Emily Hawthorn-Wood
	

	Mark Wilson 
	

	Anneli Englund
	

	Veronica Batchellor
	Until 30/10/24

	Gary Richardson
	Until AGM 22/5/25


	Structure, governance and management

	Type of governing document
	Thornhill Development Trust (called Thornhill Community Trust until the name change was approved at the AGM in May 2024), changed legal status from a Company Limited by Guarantee and a registered charity to become a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO) in June 2024.  The Organisation is governed by a SCIO constitution.
The Constitution was substantially revised and updated to better reflect TDT’s role as a development Trust and approved at the AGM in 2024.  It was further updated in May 2025 in order to remain compliant with all likely grant-making bodies and these minor changes were approved at a members special meeting 

	Trustee recruitment and appointment
	Member Trustees live within TDT’s operating area, defined by postcode in the Constitution and are elected by members at AGM’s.  Trustees may recruit and appoint Trustees between AGM’s, subject to membership vote at the next AGM.  We may Co-opt non-member Trustees who bring expertise that will benefit the organisation.  

	Objectives and activities

	Charitable purposes
	1. The SCIO’s purposes are to benefit the community of Thornhill, Stirling which comprises the postcode units:

FK8 3AR; FK8 3JA; FK8 3LG; FK8 3PE; FK8 3PF; FK8 3PG;  
FK8 3PH; FK8 3PJ; FK8 3PL; FK8 3PN;  FK8 3PP; FK8 3PQ; 
FK8 3PR; FK8 3PS; FK8 3PT; FK8 3PU; FK8 3PW; FK8 3PX; 
FK8 3PY; FK8 3PZ; FK8 3QA; FK8 3QB; FK8 3QD; FK8 3QE; 
FK8 3QF; FK8 3QG; FK8 3QH; FK8 3QJ; FK8 3QL; FK8 3QN; 
FK8 3QQ; FK8 3QR; FK8 3QT; FK8 3QU; FK8 3QW; FK8 3QX; 
FK9 4UZ; FK9 4XA; FK9 4XB; FK9 4XD; FK9 4XE; FK16 6AX .
(“the Community”) with the following objects:

1. the advancement of community development (including the advancement of rural regeneration) within the Community;

2. the advancement of environmental protection or improvement within the Community;

3. The provision of recreational facilities or the organisation of recreational activities within the Community with the object of improving the conditions of life for the persons for whom the facilities or activities are primarily intended.

But only to the extent that the above purposes are consistent with the main purpose of furthering the achievement of sustainable development.



	Summary of the main activities 
in relation to these objects
	TDT continued to host community events, support community activity and communications, improve community infrastructure, apply for, raise and disburse funds which support such sustainable community development and hold meetings to ensure the charity’s activities could continue with good governance.
TDT has continued to collaborate with Thornhill and Blairdrummond Community Council, Stirling Council, nearby community groups and other bodies in pursuit of its purposes.  The exercise of our purposes is guided by community consultation and by Thornhill’s Place Plan and Community Action Plan which is registered with Stirling Council.
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	Summary of the main achievements of the charity during the financial period
	Six editions of Thornhill Views (TV) community newspaper were produced and distributed free to every household this year.   TV connects the community in the village and surrounding area by reporting on local events and providing information to support the community.  Sales of the local history book – Thornhill Then and Now – continue to support the newspaper’s funding.

TDT hosts a community website www.thornhillstirling.org.  Web pages were published for a variety of community groups and the community council. Ongoing projects and events are promoted through the website and its BLOG.  The website provides useful and interesting information to residents and visitors.
TDT continues to be a member of the Development Trust Association Scotland which supports us in our objectives by providing advice and guidance.

TDT continues to provide accounting, banking, governance support and insurance for informal community organisations.  This enables informal village groups to focus on the provision of activity and fundraising without having to set up and pay for complex structures.  TDT supports several such groups and new this year has been the Common Grounds Community Café, which runs well attended monthly café’s and supports other community events with catering.  TDT provided initial funding for the café set-up.
A TDT Trustee led a project to design and make available a Thornhill LOGO based on TDT’s newly designed logo.  A local graphic designer and TDT member, donated their time and skills to create the logo and variations which have been adopted by village groups and used on fund-raising merchandise, boosting Thornhill’s distinctive identity.

TDT continues to support the Play Park Group who organise and fundraise for Playpark improvements.  Progress has been made on making the area safe by extending and renewing fencing and on a major restoration of the Willow Den in cooperation with Stirling Council, local willow weaving expert and many volunteers. The Willow Den restoration day included art and craft activities for local children and was well attended.
TDT funded a well-attended CPR and De-fib training event organised by a TDT Trustee.

TDT continues to administer the Thornhill Environment Fund and made two disbursements of £500 for village planting in public areas and £500 to partially fund a Carse of Stirling environmental awareness and education event aimed at school children from Thornhill and Port of Menteith.
TDT Paths group have been active in maintaining and publicising local footpaths – both “Core” and permitted routes.  This is crucial in keeping paths open and accessible for local residents and visitors.
TDT printed and distributed Welcome Packs with useful information to every new resident in the area.

Social cohesion and opportunities for socialising are valued by members.  TDT ran Light Up Thornhill in the run-up to Christmas with participation from the Thornhill Primary School, local youth and music groups and in cooperation local businesses.  The event was very well attended and enjoyed by all generations.  
TDT’s members continue to be concerned about the local effects of climate change and achieving a just transition for local people to a low-carbon economy.  TDT successfully applied to FEL Scotland for a £3,000 grant, which will be used in the next accounting year for a study and plan (Thornhill Energy Solutions) to introduce heating technologies that reduce household energy emissions and bills.
TDT coordinates with local organisations which support its objectives.  Closer links have been established between Trustees and Forth Environment Link who offer support and administer Government grant funding.  A TDT Trustee and TDT member represent and promote Thornhill’s views and interests (as expressed in our Local Place Plan and Community Action Plan) in the new “McLaren Collective” which aims to coordinate action between communities in our high school catchment.  
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	Financial review


	Brief statement of the charity’s policy on reserves
	The organisation does not maintain a minimum unrestricted reserve fund as it has no financial liabilities for rent, employees or otherwise.
Current balances are predominantly restricted funds.  

Unrestricted funds are used in the running of the charity, and are available as start-up funds for new projects or to support match funding of grant applications.

	Details of any deficit
	

	Donated facilities and services (if any)
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	Other optional information
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	Declaration


The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above. 

Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees

	Signature(s)

OSCR will accept

digital or typed

signatures
	
	

	Full name(s)
	
	

	Position (e.g. Chair)
	
	

	Date
	
	


