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I am pleased to report on what has been an enjoyable and successful year of music making for our choir.  We have worked exceptionally hard both during rehearsals and in doing our ‘homework’ and the musical results certainly reflected this effort. As our musical year draws to a close, I’m delighted to reflect on our achievements and thank you all for playing your part in making us such a vibrant and talented group of singers with an excellent reputation within our community.
Musical Achievements
The autumn term’s rehearsals culminated in our Christmas Concert which was held in Pitlochry Church of Scotland on 14th December where we performed Rutter’s Magnificat together with a selection of festive favourites.  We invited the Aberfeldy Gaelic choir to join us which provided further variety and interest to our programme as well as strengthening our links with other community groups and raising our profile.  This year, we decided to hold the concert in the afternoon rather than in the evening.  This proved to be a very popular move, was successful in increasing numbers attending and will be repeated for the concert to be held on 13th December 2026.
After our Christmas break, we got cracking with rehearsing Rossini’s marvellous Petite Messe Solennelle.  We joined forces again with Crieff Choral group to jointly perform this work in the Pitlochry Festival Theatre on 18th April and in Comrie Parish Church the following week 25th April.  We were fortunate to have the skills of our guest conductor, Christoph Wutscher helping us deliver fine performances and it was a pleasure to work once again with our fellow singers from Crieff.  We had a very enjoyable joint rehearsal day in Perth on 8th March which confirmed that we were very well prepared and this added to the confidence of our choir as a whole.  As part of our previous strategy review, we had committed to strengthening links with the Festival Theatre in order to raise our profile and benefit from their wider marketing reach .  While this was not a cheap option, performing in the Festival Theatre provided a welcome change and a different ambiance for our concert.  While audience numbers were not as high as we would have liked, performing in the theatre added to the sense of occasion for both choirs, attracted a more varied audience and has resulted in two new members who will be joining in the new term.  Certainly many of the concert goers appeared to be appreciative of the bar facilities on offer, something not normally available at our usual venue!  It is difficult to find performance spaces locally that are suitable and affordable for us but we continue to explore opportunities.  Blair Castle are keen to host us again and this may be an option for spring 2027.


Community Engagement
Our commitment to community engagement remains a core part of our ethos. We aim to bring music to various community settings and to raise awareness of Pitlochry Choral Society wherever we can. During December we sang Carols at both James Court and at Balhousie Care Home in Pitlochry.  We returned to Balhousie on Hogmanay and saved the day as they had been let down by their planned entertainment.  Both James Court and Balhousie are very appreciative of our efforts and it brings such joy to their residents.
On 22nd November we held our highly successful inaugural quiz night in the Pitlochry Town Hall.  This was well attended by many locals from our community as well as some choir members.  Lots of fun and good natured competitive spirit was well and truly on display.  Many of the attendees remarked that it was so enjoyable to have something different to go to on a dreich winter evening and it was good to be making use of our recently refurbished Town Hall as well as raising some funds through the raffle.  A particular thank you goes to Angela Hanvey for her time and effort in organising this event which we hope to repeat this coming November.
We have collaborated with other groups both through our joint concerts with Crieff Choral Group, and through inviting the Aberfeldy Gaelic Choir to perform at our Christmas concert last year.  Feedback from both groups was very positive and this keeps the door open for future joint performance opportunities.  
We held a successful Come and Sing Day in the Birnam Arts centre last June and we hope to hold another event this year in September where we aim to perform the Lion King medley.  These events are always a fun way to bring the joy of singing to an audience who might not otherwise attend one of our concerts or indeed think of joining a choir.
Next year, we hope to take part in the Perform in Perth choir competition in March with a small group of singers who would be willing to sign up to being part of a smaller ‘chamber choir’.  We are often asked to perform at events, often with minimal notice and having a smaller group of singers with a rehearsed set repertoire might be a useful way to provide interest, expand the range of the choir with a fundraising benefit on top.  This idea will be explored further next term and choir members will be invited to take part if they wish.
Membership, Administration and The Committee
We have welcomed some new and returning members this year and I’m pleased to report that our group of active singers has increased to fifty.  It’s great to see our choir continue to thrive when so many struggle to keep going.  I was saddened to hear recently that Angus Choral Society has decided to close.  It is a long-established choir that my mother sang in for many years and like many community choirs, it has battled with dwindling audience numbers and reduced membership.  As I mentioned earlier, we hope to have at least two new members joining us this September, both of whom approached me after the theatre concert.
On the administrative side of things this year, we have continued to build upon the facilities offered by our website to make greater use of this resource.  Rehearsal notes, backing tracks and diary information are updated each week allowing members to keep up to date together with weekly rehearsal announcements.  For the spring term, a rehearsal schedule provided a useful framework to ensure that we all kept up to speed and were able to do our homework in between rehearsals if need be.  As you know, Chris Simms was our archivist for many years and stood down from the role in December.  I’m delighted that Margaret Hamblin has taken over this responsibility and has already added our concert archive information onto the website.
We remain in a solid financial position, under the diligent stewardship of Tina our treasurer, who will provide the detail in her own report.  However the constant quest to raise audience numbers, reduced corporate sponsorship and fierce competition for funding from limited grants does present an ongoing challenge.  I thank you all for your efforts in actively promoting upcoming concerts wherever possible within your own wider social networks.  This year we have ensured that the dates of the next concert have been advertised at the end of the concert programmes, together with monthly notices in the local magazines and regular social media posts as a means of promoting earlier awareness of the concert dates and our other activities.  
Any small local group like ours can only move with the times and continue to be successful if there are people who are prepared to regularly help out either as committee members or providing practical support in other ways.  We are fortunate to have an excellent committee who have wide ranging experience and a very varied skill set.  While roles are broadly allocated within the committee, it is very much a team effort with everyone pitching in together to keep the show on the road and I’d like to take this opportunity to thank them all for their enthusiasm, dedication and hard work this year.  So a big thank you to Margaret, Tina, Tracy, Elaine, Terry, Angela, Kerstin and Carolyn.
Of course there are many others who provide support and help to the choir in lots of different ways.  Thank you to Linda and Duncan for looking after the church hall for our rehearsals and Joce for running our weekly raffle and those members who regularly donate raffle items.  Thanks also to Catriona who proof reads our concert programmes and to all those who have been helpers at the concerts and at our quiz night.
Our Musical Directors
Of course, I’d like to say a huge thank you to Colleen and Andy for their endless energy and enthusiasm.  They make our rehearsals both fun and challenging and they have the ability to get the best out of us no matter what we are singing.  However, despite my very best efforts in practicing, I still can’t say ‘red lorry yellow lorry’ at any sort of speed!  Colleen’s warmth and obvious love for her chosen career shines through each week and we are very fortunate to benefit from her musical expertise.  Andy deserves an extra special thank you this term for demonstrating his superb skills as an accompanist.  The Rossini piano part is incredibly demanding and throughout the rehearsals it seemed as though he had a page turn every three seconds! He gave an exceptional performance at both concerts and all done whilst dealing with the last minute disaster of the unplayable piano at the theatre and feeling very under the weather at Comrie.  So well done Andy!
2026/2027 season
As we move into the new term in September, those of you with long memories may know that the 2026/2027 marks Pitlochry Choral’s 40th season.  I know that a number of you have sung with the choir right from the very first rehearsals, taking part in the first concert in March 1987, when you sang the Schubert Mass in G together with selections from the Messiah.  Celebrating our 40th Anniversary is a tremendous achievement and one we should all be rightly proud of.  
When we start back in September, we will be rehearsing Vivaldi’s Gloria as the main piece for our Christmas concert which will be held on December 13th.  We will be performing together with small ensemble of musicians which will really add to the musical experience.  We also intend to perform a smaller version of the concert in Aberfeldy on 6th December for those who wish to take part.   
Colleen has a number of ideas in progress for spring 2027 and we are exploring the option of holding this in Blair Castle again as it’s a lovely venue and does tend to attract a wider and more varied audience.  
As I stand down from the committee after doing my two years, I’m confident that we are in excellent shape, continuing to build our own unique brand of high quality singing together with the community spirit for which we have a well deserved excellent reputation.  Here’s to another forty years of singing!


Sally Royce- 25/5/26
